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Dear Mr. Roberts:

Mayors — City Councils — Term of Office —
Municipalities — Compensation — Etowah
County

The increased salaries of the mayor and
city council members of the City of
Gadsden will become effective after the
next general municipal election where the
ordinance establishing the salaries was
adopted six months before that election.

This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request
on behalf of the Gadsden City Council.

QUESTION

May the salaries of the mayor and city council
members of the City of Gadsden increase after the next

municipal
ordinance

election pursuant to provisions of an
that connects their salaries to the city

employee pay plan?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS

Section 2-4 of the Gadsden City Code sets the salaries of the mayor and
council members of the City of Gadsden. Gadsden, Ala., City Code § 2-4
(2014). Gadsden Ordinance 0-06-14 amended section 2-4(a) concerning the
salary of the mayor, increasing the salary to $98,764.64. Gadsden, Ala.,
Ordinance No. O-06-14 (adopted Feb. 25, 2014). The ordinance additionally
states that this figure represents 3 percent more than the highest current base
salary in the city pay plan and that the salary will increase every year that the
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base increases to a figure of 3 percent more than the base. Id. Before its
amendment, section 2-4(a) simply set the salary at $90,000. Gadsden, Ala., City
Code § 2-4(a) (2014). Sections 2-4(b) and (c) set the salaries of the council
president and other members, respectively, at a percentage of the mayor’s
salary. Gadsden, Ala., City Code § 2-4(b) & (c) (2014). Your request states
that the ordinance will not take effect until after the August 26, 2014, municipal
election.

Section 11-43-2 of the Code of Alabama states that city council members
“shall receive such salary as the council may prescribe, which must be fixed by
the council not less than six months prior to each general municipal election.”
ALA. CODE § 11-43-2 (2008) (emphasis added). Likewise, concerning the salary
of a mayor, section 11-43-80(b) of the Code provides, in pertinent part, that “the
mayor shall receive such salary as the council may prescribe, which must be
fixed by the council not less than six months prior to each general municipal
election. . ..” ALA. CODE § 11-43-80(b) (2008) (emphasis added).

The council set the new salaries on February 25, 2014, before the next
municipal election on August 26, 2014. Because the council met the statutory
deadline, the salary increase for the mayor and council members will become
effective after that election.

CONCLUSION

The increased salaries of the mayor and city council members of the City
of Gadsden will become effective after the next general municipal election
where the ordinance establishing the salaries was adopted six months before that
election.

I hope this opinion answers your question. If this Office can be of further
assistance, please contact Ward Beeson of my staff.

Sincerely,

LUTHER STRANGE
Attorney General

By
BRENDA F. SMITH
Chief, Opinions Division

LS/GWB
1775256/177947



