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Honorable Paula McCaleb

Executive Director

Alabama Board of Examiners in 

    Marriage and Family Therapy 

660 Adams Avenue, Suite 301

Montgomery, Alabama 36104

Marriage and Family Therapy, Board of -Marriage and Family Therapist - Licenses 

and Permits – Computer-based Examinations - Marriage and Family Therapy Board

A marriage and family therapist license expires December 31 of the year following the year of issuance.  

The Board may provide electronically written examinations to applicants as an option for those who wish to use a com​puter as opposed to handwriting the answers.  

Dear Ms. McCaleb:

This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Alabama Board of Examiners in Marriage and Family Therapy. 

QUESTIONS

(1)  Pursuant to section 34-17A-13 of the Code of Alabama, what is the expiration date of licenses? Does the time of the year (or two-year license period) that the license is originally issued have an effect on expiration date?

(a) Specifically, do all licenses expire on December 31, 1999, regardless of issue date; or are licenses that were issued in 1998 to be renewed on December 31, 1999, and licenses issued in 1999 to be renewed on December 31, 2000?

(2) Is the word “written” in section 34-17A-11 of the Code of Alabama used as opposed to “oral,” and does it include electronically written examinations or exclude them?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS

Section 34-17A-13 provides for the biannual renewal of Marriage and Family Therapist licenses and states in pertinent part:

(b) Licenses shall be valid for two years and shall be renewed biennially prior to the expi​ration date. . . .

(c) On or before October 1 of the year preceding expiration of a license, the secretary of the board shall forward to the holder of the license a form of application for renewal thereof.  No license shall be renewed unless the renewal request is accompanied by satis​factory evidence of the completion during the previous 24 months of relevant professional and continued educational experience.   Upon the receipt of the completed application form, evidence of satisfactory professional and continued educational experience, and the renewal fee, the secretary shall issue a new license for the year commencing January 1.

ALA. CODE § 34-17A-13 (1997) (emphasis added).

The expiration date of licenses is December 31st of the year fol​lowing the year of issuance.  The time of year that the license is origi​nally issued has no effect on the expiration date.  In the example given, all licenses will expire on December 31, 1998 (provided they were issued in 1997); licenses that were issued in 1998 would expire December 31, 1999, and those issued in 1999 would expire December 31, 2000. 

Section 34-17A-11 of the Code of Alabama provides:

The board shall conduct an examination at least once a year at a time and place designated by the board.  All examinations shall be written except where the Americans with Disabilities Act or other applicable federal laws would require an accommodation be made.

ALA. CODE § 34-17A-11 (1997) (emphasis added).

In our opinion the Board is not precluded from providing electroni​cally written examinations to applicants as an option for those who wish to use a computer as opposed to handwriting the answers.  

CONCLUSION

A marriage and family therapist license expires December 31 of the year following the year of issuance.  

The Board may provide electronically written examinations to applicants as an option for those who wish to use a computer as opposed to handwriting the answers.  

I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Rose Evans-Gordon of my staff.
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