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Honorable R.P. “Phil” Crigler

Member, Alabama House of Representatives

8040 Shannon Drive

Irvington, Alabama  36544

Courts Costs – Traffic Offenses - Legislation - Mobile County

Court fees become applicable at conviction rather than the date of the violation.

Dear Representative Crigler:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION


Is the additional $30 court fee, authorized by Act No. 99-427, applicable to traffic viola​tions cited before the Act became law if payment became due after the law took effect?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Act No. 99-427 amended section 12-19-172 of the Code of Ala​bama, which now provides for an additional $30 fee to be assessed “upon conviction of a municipal ordinance violation, excluding parking viola​tions.”  1999 Ala. Acts No. 99-427.  The Act became law without the Governor’s signature on June 10, 1999.  Id.

It is the opinion of this Office that the additional fee is applicable to any conviction or guilty plea registered on or after June 10, 1999, regard​less of the date of the infraction.  Section 12-19-150 of the Code of Ala​bama states that “[d]ocket fees and other court costs in criminal cases shall be assessed upon conviction.”  ALA. CODE § 12-19-150 (1995).  Because no fee is assessed at the time a traffic citation is issued, but rather at the time of sentencing, it is at sentencing that the fee schedule is to be con​sulted.  See, generally, Opinion to the Honorable Billy Yates, Circuit Clerk of Etowah County, dated October 23, 1984, A.G. No. 85-00044.  Therefore, all fees assessed on or after June 10, 1999, should include the addi​tional $30 fee.

CONCLUSION


Court costs and fees assessed on or after June 10, 1999, are to be levied in accordance with Act No. 99-427.


I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Carol Jean Smith of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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