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Honorable James D. Martin

Commissioner

Department of Conservation and Natural Resources

64 North Union Street

Montgomery, Alabama 36130-1450

Alabama Boating Safety Reform Act  - Conservation and Natural Resources – Public Safety - Conservation Department

The Department of Public Safety is responsible for providing the tempo​rary certification forms for boater safety certifications.

The cost of a duplicate boater certi​fication card is twenty dollars ($20).

Dear Commissioner Martin:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION 1


What agency of state government is responsible for the providing of temporary certi​fication forms pursuant to section 33-5-54 of the Code of Alabama?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


The Alabama Boating Safety Reform Act of 1994 is codified at sec​tions 33-5-50 through 33-5-81 of the Code of Alabama.  Under this law, the Alabama Department of Public Safety issues boater safety certifica​tions in a manner similar to the issuance of driver licenses.  ALA. CODE § 33-5-54 (1997).  The Department of Conservation and Natural Resources is responsi​ble for the enforcement of rules and regulations relating to boating safety and establishes from time to time, as necessary, the kind of examination to be given, and the method and manner of giving the exami​nation and ascer​taining and reporting the results.  ALA. CODE §§ 33-5-53, 33-5-79 (1997).


Section 33-5-54 of the Code of Alabama provides for the issuance of boater safety certifications.  The intent of the Legislature is to imple​ment and maintain the boater safety certification program at the lowest possible cost to the citizens.  ALA. CODE § 33-5-54(b) (1997).  In most cases, individuals will obtain their boater safety certification at the time of the issuance or renewal of their driver license, learner license, or valid Alabama nondriver identification card.  The boater safety certification appears on the individual’s driver license, learner license, or nondriver identification card.  One card is used for both purposes.  A provision is made, however, for obtaining a temporary certification in circumstances where, for example, the individual’s driver license is not due for renewal.  ALA. CODE § 33-5-54(c) (1997).  


Section 33-5-54 of the Code of Alabama provides that the individ​ual seeking certification or renewal of his boater safety certification shall apply under oath to the judge of probate or license commissioner of the county in which he resides.  The application shall be made on forms pro​vided by the Director of Public Safety.  ALA. CODE § 33-5-54(a)(1) (1997).  The Code simply provides that the Director of Public Safety shall provide the certification forms; no distinction is made for temporary certi​fication forms.  Therefore, it is the opinion of this Office that the Director of Public Safety is responsible for providing certification forms, including temporary certification forms.

CONCLUSION


The Department of Public Safety is responsible for providing the temporary certification forms for boater safety certifications.

QUESTION 2

What is the cost of a duplicate card under section 33-5-54 of the Code of Alabama?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS

Section 33-5-54 of the Code of Alabama provides for the issuance of a duplicate boater safety certification card.  This section provides that, “[a]ny person may have a duplicate card issued, at the same cost as the original, for the convenience of the individual.  The duplicate shall be marked ‘duplicate.’”  ALA. CODE § 33-5-54(d) (1997).  An individual may wish to have a duplicate card so that he does not have to carry his driver license or other such card with him while operating a boat.  


The cost of the duplicate is equal to the cost of the original.  The cost of an original boater certification card is twenty dollars ($20).  ALA. CODE § 33-5-54(c) (1997).  Payment of the twenty dollar fee is not required when boater safety certifications are obtained at the time of issu​ance of a valid Alabama motor vehicle driver or learner license or valid Alabama nondriver identification card.  ALA. CODE § 33-5-54 (1997).  The fact that the twenty-dollar fee is not required when individuals receive their certification at the same time they are issued or renew their driver license or other such card has no bearing on the cost of the dupli​cate.

CONCLUSION

The cost of a duplicate boater certification card is twenty dollars ($20).


I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Wendi B. Molz of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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