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Honorable Phil Crigler

Member, House of Representatives

8040 Shannon Drive

Irvington, AL  36544

Bingo – Gambling – Mobile County

Bingo games must be operated directly and solely by one nonprofit organization.

No nonprofit organization may lend its name or allow its identity to be used in any bingo game operated by any other person or entity.

Dear Representative Crigler:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION 1


Is it legal for several nonprofit organizations to pool their resources under one name to operate a bingo game, or should each organization operate on its own?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Section (e) of Amendment No. 440 of the Constitution of Alabama states:

A nonprofit organization shall not lend its name or allow its identity to be used by any other person or entity in the operating or advertising of a bingo game in which said nonprofit organization is not directly and solely operating said bingo game.
ALA. CONST. amend. 440, § (e) (emphasis added).


The language of Amendment No. 440 is unambiguous.  The bingo game must be operated directly and solely by one nonprofit organization.

CONCLUSION


Nonprofit organizations cannot pool their resources to jointly operate bingo games in Mobile County.

QUESTION 2


Is it valid to lend an authorized organization your name in order to participate in the proceeds?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


This question is also answered by section (e) of Amendment No. 440.  ALA. CONST. amend. 440, § (e).


No nonprofit organization is permitted to lend its name or allow its identity to be used in the operating of any bingo game other than a game operated directly and solely by that nonprofit organization.

CONCLUSION

No nonprofit organization may lend an authorized organization its name in order to participate in the proceeds of the game.


I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Carol Jean Smith of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division

BP/CJS/jho
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