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Honorable Charles A. Short

City Attorney

Jones & Short, P.C.

530 East Three Notch Street

Andalusia, AL  36420

Municipalities – Industrial Devel​opment Boards – Real Property – Conveyances

City may convey real property to the Industrial Development Board.  The property in question must be used by the Board in compliance with sec​tions 11‑54‑80 through 11‑54‑101 of the Code.

Dear Mr. Short:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION


Can the City of Opp transfer its interest in two parcels of real property to the City of Opp Industrial Development Board without compen​sation from the Board if the purpose in making the transfers is solely to make these parcels more attractive to industrial prospects whose location in Opp would benefit the citizens through jobs, etc.?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Your request states that the Industrial Development Board of the City of Opp is incorporated pursuant to sections 11‑54‑80 through 11‑54‑101 of the Code of Alabama.  ALA. CODE  §§ 11‑54‑80 to 11‑54‑101 (1994 & Supp. 1997).  Your request further states that the city wishes to transfer two parcels of commercial property to the Industrial Development Board to allow the Board to make use of tax and/or bond is​sue capabilities in order to make the parcels more attractive to industrial prospects.  


This Office has previously held that pursuant to section 11‑63‑2 of the Code of Alabama, a municipality may convey real property and funds to an industrial development board without consideration.  Opinions to Honorable Lawson W. Murphy, Chairman, Jasper Industrial Development Board, dated September 29, 1994, A. G. No. 94‑00266; to Honorable Wanda Ann Jordan, Mayor, Town of Triana, dated May 28, 1993, A. G. No. 93‑00189; and to Honorable Roland Carter, City Clerk, City of Andalusia, dated October 29, 1985, A. G. No. 86‑00035.  The Industrial Development Board must use the property in compliance with the provi​sions of sections 11‑54‑80 through 11‑54‑101.  ALA. CODE  §§ 11‑54‑80 to 11‑54‑101 (1994 & Supp. 1997).

CONCLUSION


The City of Opp may convey real property to the Industrial Devel​opment Board.  The property in question must be used by the Board in compliance with sections 11‑54‑80 through 11‑54‑101 of the Code of Alabama.


I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Brenda F. Smith of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

JAMES R. SOLOMON, JR.

Chief, Opinions Division
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