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Honorable Adam Bourne

Councilman, Place 4

City of Chickasaw

Post Office Box 11307

Chickasaw, Alabama  36671
Municipalities – Corrections Fund – Municipal Courts – Electronic Records – Mobile County
The City of Chickasaw may use Corrections Fund monies for the eCite traffic citation system if the city determines the expenditures are necessary for the operation and maintenance of the court.  
Corrections Fund monies should be contributed or used only to the extent that the court benefits from the use of this citation system.

Dear Councilman Bourne:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Chickasaw City Council.
QUESTION


May the City of Chickasaw purchase the eCite system and equipment with Corrections Fund monies?
FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Your request describes the eCite system as follows:


Using a conventional laptop, notebook, or tablet PC, an officer can issue tickets electron​ically, print a copy for the violator, and periodi​cally transmit the tickets to an on-line central server repository.  At that point, the data is in the court system and no additional hand-entering by the district court clerks is required.  Several municipal courts are integrated with eCite also and can pull the data into their system without hand-entering the data.


Section 11-47-7.1(a) of the Code of Alabama authorizes an individ​ual municipality, or municipalities jointly, to levy and assess an additional court cost for cases filed in the municipal court.  Ala. Code § 11-47-7.1(a) (Supp. 2010).  These funds are paid into the “Corrections Fund.”  Id.  Section 11-47-7.1(a) further provides that “[t]he affected governing body shall allocate the funds exclusively for the purchase of land for, and the construction, equipment, operation and maintenance of, the municipal jail or jails, other correctional facilities, if any, any juve​nile detention center, or any court complex.”  Id.

This Office has previously held that money from the Corrections Fund may be used as follows:  
· to pay the cost of police officers transporting prisoners from the county jail to municipal court and for the magistrate to travel to the jail for 48-hour hearings (opinion to Honorable Carl E. Chamblee, Jr., Municipal Judge, Argo Municipal Court, dated March 16, 2006, A.G. No. 2006-066); 
· for the purchase of law books and materials to establish a library within a jail or court complex (opinion to Honorable William Dennis Schilling, Municipal Judge, City of Pleasant Grove, dated April 1, 2003, A.G. No. 2003-117); 
· to remodel and refurnish the magistrate’s office located in town hall (opinion to Honorable Mike Byrd, Mayor, Town of Newton, dated June 29, 2001, A.G. No. 2001-213); 
· to repair, remodel, and renovate a city’s court complex (opinion to Honora​ble Michael E. Box, Attorney, City of Chickasaw, dated May 9, 2000, A.G. No. 2000-136); and 
· for salaries of personnel and office machines of a court complex (opinion to Honorable Robert B. Hezlep, Jr., Mayor, Town of Branchville, dated June 13, 1996, A.G. No. 96-00236). 

More recently, this Office stated that the City of Northport could use Corrections Fund monies to purchase a computer-aided dispatch sys​tem to be used both by the municipal court and the police department.  Opinion to Honorable Justin G. Williams, Attorney, City of Northport, dated September 4, 2008, A.G. No. 2008-127.  That opinion included the caveat, however, that the “monies should be used only to the extent that such expenditure is needed for the maintenance of the jail and court com​plex.  If the court will not be making full use of the system, the Correc​tions Fund should not be the sole funding source for this project.”  Id. at 5.
CONCLUSION


The City of Chickasaw may use Corrections Fund monies for the eCite traffic citation system if the city determines the expenditures are necessary for the operation and maintenance of the court.  


Corrections Fund monies should be contributed or used only to the extent that the court benefits from the use of this citation system.

I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Ward Beeson of my staff.

Sincerely,

LUTHER STRANGE
Attorney General

By:

BRENDA F. SMITH
Chief, Opinions Division
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