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Honorable Paula McCaleb

Executive Director

Alabama Board of Home Medical
   Equipment Services Providers

Post Office Box 240636

Montgomery, Alabama 36124-0636
Home Medical Equipment Providers Board – Expenses – Reimbursement – Boards – Disabled Persons 
The Alabama Board of Home Medical Equipment Services Providers (“Board”) may reimburse a Board member for expenses incurred by the member’s personal care attendant to facilitate the member’s travel and/or attendance at Board meetings and official functions.
Dear Ms. McCaleb:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Alabama Board of Home Medical Equipment Services Providers.
QUESTION


May the Alabama Board of Home Medical Equipment Services Providers reimburse a Board member for expenses incurred by the member’s personal care attendant to facilitate the member’s travel and/or attendance at Board meetings and official functions?
FACTS AND ANALYSIS 

The Alabama Board of Home Medical Equipment was established pursuant to section 34-14C-1, et. seq., of the Code of Alabama.  ala. code §§ 34-14C-1 to 34-14C-8 (2002 & Supp. 2009).  The Board is comprised of nine persons.  The Board member serving in the position of consumer is physically disabled and requires a wheelchair and an assistant for mobility.  

Section 34-14C-2(c) authorizes the Board to pay Board members for the expense associated with attendance at board meetings.  Specifically, this section states that “[m]embers of the board shall not be entitled to compensation for service, but shall be reimbursed for reasonable travel and meeting expenses, according to a budget developed and approved by the board.”  Ala. Code § 34-14C-2(c) (2002).  

Under the established rules of statutory construction, words used in a statute must be given their natural, plain, ordinary, and commonly understood meaning, and where plain language is used, a court is bound to interpret that language to mean exactly what it says.  Ex parte Cove Properties, Inc., 796 So. 2d 331, 333-34 (Ala. 2000).  It is the opinion of this Office that the cost associated with providing a member of the Board with an assistant is part and parcel of the travel expenses of that Board member.  Thus, as long as the travel expense for an assistant is factored in and included as part of the budget approved by the Board, the Board may reimburse the disabled board member for the travel expenses that include the cost of an assistant.  
CONCLUSION


The Alabama Board of Home Medical Equipment Services Providers may reimburse a Board member for expenses incurred by the member’s personal care attendant to facilitate the member’s travel and/or attendance at Board meetings and official functions.

I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Monet Gaines of my staff.

Sincerely,

TROY KING
Attorney General

By:

BRENDA F. SMITH
Chief, Opinions Division
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