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A county is not responsible for the medical costs of an indigent municipal prisoner simply because the county has agreed to house municipal prisoners.





Dear Mr. Watson:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the DeKalb County Commission.








QUESTION





	Even though the inmates remain municipal in�mates, does the fact that they are physically housed in a county facility create any obligation on the part of the county to provide or pay for medical expenses incurred during his or her incarceration?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	In your letter of request, you informed this Office that many municipali�ties in DeKalb County house their inmates in the DeKalb County jail, some of which are serving long-term multiple sentences.  Those inmates remain munici�pal inmates at all times.  On occasion, however, some of these municipal inmates who are housed in the county jail require outside medical treatment.





	Section 14-6-19 of the Alabama Code provides as follows:





Necessary clothing and bedding must be fur�nished by the sheriff or jailer, at the expense of the county, to those prisoners who are unable to provide them for themselves, and also necessary medicines and medical attention to those who are sick or injured, when they are unable to provide them for themselves.





Ala. Code § 14-6-19 (1995).  





	Interpreting this statute, the Alabama Supreme Court held in Baptist Health Sys., Inc. v. City of Midfield, 792 So. 2d 1095, 1096 (Ala. 2001) that section 14-6-19 “cannot be construed to impose any duty upon a municipality” to pay the medical costs of indigent municipal prisoners.  The Court did not go any further and require the county to bear the medical costs of indigent munici�pal prisoners.  This Office echoed the sentiments of the Alabama Supreme Court and stated that a municipality is not responsible for the medical costs of an in�digent municipal inmate housed in a county jail unless the municipality has spe�cifically contracted to provide for those costs.  Opinion to Honorable Claud E. McCoy, Jr., Attorney, Chambers County, dated October 28, 2003, A.G. No. 2004-017.





	Your letter inquires into whether the county, then, is obligated to pay the medical expenses of indigent municipal inmates who are housed in county facilities.  In an opinion to the Honorable John Ben Jones, this Office very clearly stated, “[a] county is not responsible for the medical costs of an indigent municipal prisoner simply because the county has agreed to house municipal prisoners.” Opinion to Honorable John Ben Jones, Attorney, City of Valley, dated August 9, 2004, A.G. No. 2004-196.  





	Because neither the county nor the municipality is legally obligated to pay the medical costs of indigent municipal prisoners housed in county facilities, the question of who must pay those medical costs is an issue that may be determined by contract between DeKalb County and the municipality that sent the prisoner to the county jail.  The county and the municipality may provide for the pay�ment of medical costs of municipal prisoners in advance by contract. 








CONCLUSION





	A county is not responsible for the medical costs of an indigent municipal prisoner simply because the county has agreed to house municipal prisoners.





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Pete Smyczek of my staff.





Sincerely,





TROY KING


Attorney General


By:











BRENDA F. SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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