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Honorable Sue Baker Roan


Morgan County Commissioner of Licenses


Post Office Box 668


Decatur, Alabama  35602





License Commissioners – Motor Vehicles Tax – Collections – Ad Valorem Taxes – Morgan County





The 7.3 mill ad valorem tax in Morgan County Consolidated School District A cannot be collected from the owners of motor vehicles until January 1, 2008, pursuant to section 40-12-253(j) of the Code of Alabama.  





Dear Ms. Roan:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.








QUESTION





	When can the License Commissioner of Morgan County resume collection of the 7.3 mill ad valorem tax from the owners of motor vehicles in Consolidated School District A?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	The 7.3 mill ad valorem tax in Consolidated School District A in Morgan County originally became effective on October 1, 1976.  In a pre�vious opinion, this Office concluded that without further action authoriz�ing the continuation of the 7.3 mill tax, October 1, 2005, through September 30, 2006, was the last tax year for which the Revenue Com�missioner of Morgan County could collect the tax. Opinion to Honorable Amanda G. Scott, Morgan County Revenue Commissioner, dated Septem�ber 28, 2006, A.G. No. 2006-154.  The levy of the 7.3 mill tax in Consoli�dated School District A was reauthorized by a vote of the people on January 16, 2007, and was levied by the Morgan County Commission on February 13, 2007.  You ask when the License Commissioner can resume collection of the 7.3 mill tax from the owners of motor vehicles in Con�solidated School District A.





	Ad valorem taxation of motor vehicles is governed, in part, by sec�tion 40-12-253 of the Code of Alabama.  Subsection (j) provides that “[a]ll millage rate levies and changes affecting ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles shall become effective on the January 1 following the levy or rate change.”  Ala. Code § 40-12-253(j) (Supp. 2006).  Because the 7.3 mill tax was reauthorized by the people on January 16, 2007, and was levied by the Morgan County Commission on February 13, 2007, the License Commissioner cannot begin collecting the tax from the owners of motor vehicles until January 1, 2008.  








CONCLUSION





	The 7.3 mill ad valorem tax in Morgan County Consolidated School District A cannot be collected from the owners of motor vehicles until January 1, 2008, pursuant to section 40-12-253(j) of the Code of Alabama.  





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Noel S. Barnes of my staff.





Sincerely,





TROY KING


Attorney General


By:











BRENDA F. SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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