�

Honorable Jack Williams

Member, House of Representatives

3273 Brashford Road

Birmingham, Alabama  35216



Education, Department of – Teacher Certification – Programs – Rules and Regulations – Internet – Jefferson County



The Alabama Department of Education has the authority to approve and later adopt a proposed experimental alternative Internet process for teacher certification in Alabama.



Dear Representative Williams:



	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.





QUESTION



	Based on the language used in sections 16-23-14 and 16-3-16 of the Code of Alabama, the criteria out�lined in rule 290-3-3-.55 of the Alabama Administra�tive Code, and any other applicable law or rule, is the Alabama Board of Education authorized to adopt an experimental alternative Internet process for teacher certification in Alabama?





FACTS AND ANALYSIS



	It is the understanding of this Office that you have become aware of an innovative teacher certification program that is presently being implemented in the State of Texas.  This program, iteachtexas (iteachtexas.com), is an alter�native certification program in which all instructional material is offered completely through distance learning.  The program offers both teacher and princi�pal certification options for qualified degreed individuals.  Your question contemplates whether, pursuant to current legislation, the State of Alabama may implement a similar program.



	Sections 16-3-16 and 16-23-14 of the Code of Alabama respectively state as follows:



(a) Subject to the provisions of Chapter 23 of this title, the State Board of Education, through its executive officer, shall prescribe rules and regulations governing the training and the certification of teachers in the public schools of the state, and for the accep�tance of the diplomas of the colleges and universities of Alabama, as well as of other states.  The State Board of Education, with the advice of the State Super�intendent of Education, shall have full power and authority to promulgate and adopt rules and regulations governing the issuance of professional and special, alternative, and emergency certificates consistent with the provisions of Chapter 23 of this title.

(b) Alabama shall use certification by the National Boards of Professional Teaching Standards as national reciprocity when national certification has been fully implemented.



Ala. Code § 16-3-16 (2001).



	For the purpose of setting up standards for the preparation of teachers, supervisors and administrative employees for service in the public schools, the State Board of Education shall, subject to other provisions of this chapter, authorize and prescribe minimum require�ments on courses of study, organization, qualifications of instructors, buildings and equipment and sanitary conditions, and it shall be the duty of the State Super�intendent of Education or his professional assistants to visit institutions engaged in teacher-training, hold con�ferences with the teachers and officials of such institu�tions, explain the requirements of the State Board of Education relating to the preparation of teachers, look into the character of work being done and perform such other services as may be deemed advisable for the improvement of the training provided for prospective teachers of the public schools of the state.



Ala. Code § 16-23-14 (2001).



	Further, rule 290-3-3-.55 of the Administrative Code for the Alabama Board of Education sets out the criteria that proposals for innovative and experimental programs must follow.  Nothing in the language used within rule 290-3-3-.55 would preclude the possibility of a program like iteachtexas from being proposed or later implemented within Alabama.  Proposals for innovative and experimental programs are subject to approval by the State Board of Educa�tion prior to implementation.  Ala. Admin. Code r. 290-3-3-.55(9) (2005).  Such programs may continue in an experimental status until the performance of its first participants is evaluated after a year of employment.  Ala. Admin. Code r. 290-3-3-.55(8) (2005).





CONCLUSION



	The Alabama Department of Education has the authority to approve and later adopt a proposed experimental alternative Internet process for teacher cer�tification in Alabama.



	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Monet Gaines of my staff.



Sincerely,



TROY KING

Attorney General

By:







BRENDA F. SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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