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Coroners – Death Certificates - Amendments





Death certificates may be amended in accordance with the procedures established by the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.





Dear Mr. Connolly:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.








QUESTION





	Whether a present or acting coroner may legally change, amend, or revise a death certifi�cate issued by a previous coroner.








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	The term “coroner” has been defined as a “[p]ublic official, of Eng�lish origin, charged with duty to make inquiry into the causes and cir�cumstances of any death which occurs through violence or suddenly and with marks of suspicion; i.e. unnatural death.” Black’s Law Dictionary 338 (6th ed. 1990).





	Section 22-9A-14(d) of the Code of Alabama provides as follows:





	When the death occurs with no physician in charge of the care of the patient for the illness or condition that resulted in death, the county medi�cal examiner, if one has been appointed, the State Medical Examiner, if he or she examines the body, or if neither occurs, the coroner shall determine the cause of death. In all cases, the medical certification shall be completed and signed and the certificate forwarded to the Office of Vital Sta�tistics, or as otherwise directed by the State Registrar within 48 hours after receipt of the cer�tificate.





Ala. Code § 22-9A-14(d) (1997).





	Section 22-9A-19(a) of the Code gives guidance for the amendment of vital records, stating that “[a] certificate registered under this chapter may be amended only in accordance with this chapter and rules adopted by the board [of Health] to protect the integrity and accuracy of the vital records.”  Ala. Code § 22-9A-19(a) (1997).  The Division of Vital Statis�tics is charged with the task of ensuring the integrity and accuracy of death certificates of individuals who expire within the State of Alabama.  Ala. Code § 22-9A-14 (1997).  The State Registrar of Vital Statistics is author�ized to administer and enforce the statutes and rules regarding vital statis�tics.  Ala. Code § 22-9A-3 (1997).  The Board of Health currently has a rule that requires the State Registrar of Vital Statistics to establish pro�cedures for filing an affidavit of correction.  Ala. Admin. Code r. 420-7-1-.10 (1990).  Thus, death certificates may be amended in accordance with the procedures established by the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.








CONCLUSION





	Death certificates may be amended in accordance with the procedures established by the State Registrar of Vital Statistics.





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact John R. Wible, Legal Division, Depart�ment of Public Health.





Sincerely,





TROY KING


Attorney General


By:











BRENDA F. SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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