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Honorable Vaughn Goodwin


Mayor, Town of Trinity


35 Preston Drive


Trinity, Alabama  35673





Contracts - Municipalities – Corrections Fund – Warrants – Municipal Courts – Morgan County





The provisions of section 11-47-7.1 of the Code of Alabama allow the Town of Trinity to contract to pay a fee from the Corrections Fund to the Morgan County Consolidated 911 Center to enter and maintain the town’s warrants into the NCIC database if the town determines that the payment of the fee is a necessary expenditure for the operation and maintenance of the jail and court. 





Dear Mayor Goodwin:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Town of Trinity.








QUESTION





	Can the Town of Trinity use Corrections Fund monies to contract with the Morgan County 911 Center to enter outstanding warrants in the NCIC computer database?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





Your request states as follows:





The municipal court of the Town of Trinity cur�rently has 532 outstanding warrants for defendants.  The Town of Trinity is a small municipality with no NCIC computer to enter such warrants to apprehend individuals when contact is made with other courts or agencies.  These individuals are frequently released because the warrants are not listed in the NCIC com�puter, causing a backlog of outstanding cases.





	 The Trinity Municipal Court has the opportunity to have the warrants entered through the Morgan County Consolidated 911 Center for a reasonable fee.  If even a few of these outstanding warrants were served by entering into NCIC, the entering fee would pay itself.





Section 11-47-7.1 of the Code of Alabama provides, in pertinent part, as follows:





(a)  In addition to any court costs and fees now or hereafter authorized, any municipal governing body, by majority vote of the municipal governing body, may individually or jointly with one or more municipalities in the county levy and assess additional court costs and fees up to an amount not to exceed the court costs and fees in the district court of the county for a similar case on each case hereafter filed in any municipal court of the municipality or municipalities.  The cost or fee shall not be waived by any court unless all other costs, fees, assessments, fines, or charges associated with the case are waived.  The costs and fees when collected by the clerks or other collection officers of the courts, shall be paid into a special municipal fund designated as the “Corrections Fund”.  The affected governing body shall allocate the funds exclusively for the operation and maintenance of the municipal jail or jails, other cor�rectional facilities, if any, any juvenile detention cen�ter, or court complex.





(b)  The municipal governing body may appropri�ate other funds, space, and property sufficient to maintain and equip any municipal jail or court complex.  The municipal governing body may also receive gifts, grants, and property for the use of the jail or court complex and may contract for services related to the construction, equipment, and maintenance of the jail or court complex.





Ala. Code § 11-47-7.1 (Supp. 2004) (emphasis added).


 


	The phrase authorizing the allocating of the Correc�tions Fund monies "exclusively for the operation and maintenance" of the facilities to which these funds may be appropriated includes such expenses as salaries of court person�nel; cost of office machines, such as fax machines, computers, and typewriters; and the cost of repairing and maintaining a courtroom.  Opinion of the Attorney General to Honorable Robert B. Hezlep, Jr., Mayor, Town of Branchville, dated June 13, 1996, A.G. No. 96-00236.  This statute authorizes expend�itures for any item reasonably necessary for the operation or maintenance of the municipal jail or other correctional facility, juvenile detention center, or court complex.  Hezlep at 3.





	Under section 11-47-7.1(a) and (b) of the Code of Alabama, the municipal governing body may contract for services related to the equipment of the jail or court complex, appropriate funds, and allocate monies from the Corrections Fund for the operation of the jail and court complex.  Opinion of the Attorney General to Honorable O. Stanley Thornton, Attorney, City of Talladega, dated January 15, 1998, A.G. No. 98-00076.





	The Attorney General determined in an opinion to Honorable William Dennis Schilling, Municipal Judge, City of Pleasant Grove, dated April 1, 2003, A.G. No. 2003-117, that Corrections Fund monies may be used for the purchase of law books and materials to establish a library within a jail or court complex for inmates if the city determines that this expenditure constitutes a legitimate expense necessary for the operation and maintenance of the jail and court com�plex.








CONCLUSION





	It is the opinion of this Office that the provisions of section 11-47-7.1 of the Code of Alabama allow the Town of Trinity to contract to pay a fee from the Corrections Fund to the Morgan County Consolidated 911 Center to enter and maintain the town’s warrants into the NCIC database if the town determines that the payment of the fee is a necessary expenditure for the operation and main�tenance of the jail and court. 





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Brenda F. Smith of my staff.





Sincerely,





TROY KING


Attorney General


By:











BRENDA F. SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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