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Coroners – County Commissions – Expenses





Because local Act 2366 fixes the coroner’s entire compensation in lieu of all other fees, allowances, and remuneration, the Winston County Coroner is not entitled to be reimbursed for expenses incurred in attending a seminar in connection with his official duties.  Likewise, local Act 525 provides only for a fixed expense allowance for the deputy coroner and does not authorize any other compensation (i.e., fees, allowances, or other remuneration).





Dear Mr. Manasco:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Winston County Commission.








QUESTIONS





	1.	Are expenses incurred from a seminar reimbursable by Winston County under the local act?





	2.	Are the expenses submitted to Mr. Ronald L. Jones, Chief Examiner, Examiners of Public Accounts, reimbursable under the local act?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	The three acts referenced in your requests are set forth as follows:  From your request, this Office understands that your law office represents the Winston County Commission (“WCC”).  The WCC recently passed a resolution requesting an opinion from this Office regarding payment of the coroner’s expenses under Local Acts 169, 2366, and 525.  The Winston County Coroner has submitted expenses for a seminar in connection with his official duties.





	Act 169 provides as follows:  





	Relating to counties having populations of not less than 14,000 nor more than 14,900; fixing the com�pensation of the coroner.





Be It Enacted by the Legislature of Alabama:





	Section 1.  The entire compensation of the coro�ner of any county having a population of not less than 14,400 nor more than 14,900, according to the 1960 or any subsequent federal decennial census, shall be an annual salary of seven hundred eighty dollars ($780), payable in equal monthly installments out of the gen�eral fund in the county treasury, which shall be in lieu of all fees, allowances and other remuneration allow�able or payable to coroners for the performance of their official duties.  Provided, the county governing body shall furnish the coroner supplies and equipment neces�sary for the performance of his official duties.  





	Section 2.  All laws or parts of laws which con�flict with this Act are repealed.





	Section 3.  This Act shall become effective immediately upon its passage and approval by the Gov�ernor, or upon its otherwise becoming a law.





	Approved August 28, 1964.





1964 Ala. Acts No. 64-169, 234 (emphasis added).








	Act 2366 provides as follows:





	To amend the title and Section 1 of Act No. 169, H. 164, 1st Special Session 1964 (Acts 1964, p. 234), which Act fixes the compensation of the coroner in certain counties classified on a population basis.  





Be It Enacted by the Legislature of Alabama:





	Section 1.  The title of Act No. 169, H. 164, 1st Special Session 1964 (Act 1964, p. 234) is hereby amended to read as follows:





	“An Act relating to counties having populations of not less than 16,600 nor more than 16,950; fixing the compensation of the coroner.”





	Section 2.  Section 1 of said Act No. 169, H. 164, is hereby amended to read as follows:





	“Section 1.  The entire compensation of the coro�ner of any county having a population not less than 16,600 nor more than 16,950, according to the 1960 or subsequent federal decennial census, shall be an annual salary of seven hundred eighty dollars ($780), payable in equal monthly installments out of the general fund in the county treasury, which shall be in lieu of all fees, allowances and other remuneration allowable or pay�able to coroners for the performance of their official duties.  Provided, the county governing body shall fur�nish the coroner supplies and equipment necessary for the performance of his official duties.”





	Section 3.  This Act shall become effective Sep�tember 1, 1971.





	Approved October 1, 1971.





1971 Ala. Acts No. 71-2366, 3798 (emphasis added).


 


	Act 525 provides as follows:





	Relating to counties having a population of not less than 16,600 nor more than 16,900 inhabitants according to the 1970 or any subsequent federal decen�nial census; to authorize the creation of the office of deputy coroner and prescribe the duties and compensa�tion of said office.





Be It Enacted by the Legislature of Alabama:





	Section 1.  The provisions of this act shall apply to all counties having populations of not less than 16,600 nor more than 16,950 inhabitants according to the 1970 or any subsequent federal decennial census.





	Section 2.  The county governing body of any county to which this act applies is authorized to estab�lish the position of deputy coroner and to appoint an individual to fill said position.  The deputy coroner shall hold office at the pleasure of the county govern�ing body and said governing body is further authorized to fill any vacancies in the deputy coroner’s position.





	Section 3.  The deputy coroner shall receive an expense allowance of sixty dollars ($60) per month to be paid out of the county general fund to cover rea�sonable expenses incurred in the performance of his official duties.  





	Section 4.  The deputy coroner shall serve in the absence of the coroner, during periods when the coro�ner may be incapacitated or when assistance of a deputy coroner is otherwise needed.  When called upon to serve by the county governing body or the coroner, the deputy coroner shall have the same legal authority and responsibility as the coroner.





	Section 5.  All laws or parts of law which con�flict with this act are hereby repealed





	Section 6.  The provisions of this act are sever�able.  If any part of this act is declared invalid or unconstitutional, such declaration shall not affect the part which remains.





	Section 7.  This act shall become effective imme�diately upon its passage and approval by the Governor, or upon its otherwise becoming a law.





	Approved May 11, 1977.





1977 Ala. Acts No. 77-525, 697-8 (emphasis added).





	The statutory language in Act 2366, which amended Act 169, specifically sets the “entire compensation of the coroner” and states that the compensation allowed is to be in lieu of all other fees, allowances, and other remuneration.  Thus, under the statutory language of Act 2366, which should be interpreted as written, the coroner in Winston County is not entitled to expenses incurred from his attendance at the seminar because his compensation is already set, by the local act, in lieu of expenses.





	Act 2366 does, however, provide that the county shall furnish the coroner with supplies and equipment necessary for the performance of the coroner’s official duties.  Therefore, the county may furnish the coroner with a county vehicle for traveling to a seminar related to, and in connection with, his or her official duties.  Opinion to Rickey Stokes, Coroner, dated September 24, 1984, A.G. No. 84-00460.





	Act 525 specifically authorizes the creation of the office of deputy coro�ner and prescribes the duties and compensation of said office.  Section 3 of that act reads, “The deputy coroner shall receive an expense allowance of sixty dollars ($60) per month to be paid out of the county general fund to cover rea�sonable expenses incurred in the performance of his official duties.”  1977 Ala. Acts No. 77-525, 698 (emphasis added).





	Accordingly, the expense allowance for the deputy coroner is clearly fixed at sixty dollars per month to cover reasonable expenses incurred in the performance of his or her official duties.  The expenses incurred must bear a reasonable relationship to the expenses incurred in carrying out the duties of the office.  Here also, as it is with Act 2366, no other fees, allowances, or remu�neration are authorized by the local act.





	Based on the above analysis, both of your questions are answered in the negative.








CONCLUSION





	Because local Act 2366 fixes the coroner’s entire compensation in lieu of all other fees, allowances, and remuneration, the Winston County Coroner is not entitled to be reimbursed for expenses incurred in attending a seminar in con�nection with the coroner’s official duties.  Likewise, local Act 525 provides only for a fixed expense allowance for the deputy coroner and does not author�ize any other compensation (i.e., fees, allowances, or other remuneration).





	I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of fur�ther assistance, please contact Milt Belcher of my staff.





Sincerely,





TROY KING


Attorney General


By:











BRENDA F. SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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