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The Etowah County Commission is required to provide full insurance coverage and telephone service for the community buildings located in Etowah County that fall under the provisions of Act 2003-184.





Dear Mr. Yates:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Etowah County Commission.








QUESTION





Is the Etowah County Commission required to supply full insurance coverage and telephone service for the community buildings located in Etowah County that fall under the provisions of section 6 of House Bill 704?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





Subparagraph (6) of section 3 of House Bill 704, signed into law on June 11, 2003, as Act 2003-184, provides as follows: 


 


(6) Seventy percent of the remaining 50 percent to the Etowah County General Fund for juvenile detention, debt retirement, senior citizen services, and public safety.  From these funds, the county shall be responsible for insurance, utilities, and maintenance of the community buildings in the unincorporated areas of the county completed or approved by the effective date of the act adding this language with funds from the Community Development Committee.  All future construction of community buildings in the unincorporated areas shall be approved by the county commission.





2003 Ala. Acts No. 2003-184.


 


At issue here is whether the word “insurance” is to be interpreted to mean full insurance coverage and whether the word “utilities” is to be interpreted to mean telephone service.


 


In Ex parte Holladay, 466 So. 2d 956, 960 (Ala. 1985), the Supreme Court held that a court called upon to construe a statute has the duty to ascertain and effectuate the legislative intent expressed in the statute, which may be gleaned from the language used, the reason and necessity for the act, and the purpose sought to be accomplished in enacting the statute.  See also McGuire Oil Co. v. Mapco, Inc., 612 So. 2d 417 (Ala. 1992).  Under the established rules of construction, words used in the statute must be given their natural, plain, ordinary, and commonly under�stood meaning, and the court is bound to interpret plain language to mean exactly what it says.  State Dep’t of Transp. v. McLelland, 639 So. 2d 1370, 1371 (Ala. 1994).


 


The language of Act 2003-184 simply states “insurance.”  No spe�cific type of insurance is used to limit its application.  Furthermore, all four Etowah County legislators have stated that it was their intent that “insurance” includes full coverage.  Following the above propositions, therefore, and giving the language of Act 2003-184 its commonly under�stood meaning, it is clear that the legislative intent expressed in Act 2003-184 is that insurance is not limited to property insurance but, instead, encompasses full coverage. 


 


Section 40-21-80(9) of the Code of Alabama defines utilities ser�vices as “[e]lectricity, domestic water, natural gas, telegraph services, and telephone services . . . .”  Ala. Code § 40-21-80(9) (2003) (emphasis added). Therefore, telephone services unquestionably fall within the defi�nition of “utilities.”


 


 


CONCLUSION


 


The Etowah County Commission is required to supply full insurance coverage and telephone service for the community buildings located in Etowah County that fall under the auspices of Act 2003-184.


 


	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Margaret Johnson McNeill, Legal Division, Department of Revenue.





Sincerely, 





TROY KING


Attorney General


By:











CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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