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Honorable Annette Williams


Clerk/Treasurer


Town of New Brockton


202 South John Street


P. O. Box 70


New Brockton, AL  36351





Quorum – City Councils – Vacancies – Coffee County





Four members constitute a quorum for the Town of New Brockton.  The mayor may be counted for purposes of determining a quorum.





Dear Ms. Williams:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Town of New Brockton.








QUESTION





	If there is a vacancy on the council, what constitutes a quorum for the council to meet?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	The Town of New Brockton has a population of less than 12,000.  The council consists of five council members and the mayor.  Due to a resignation, there are currently only four council members.  





	Section 11-43-48 of the Code of Alabama states that “[i] n all towns and cities, a majority of the whole number of members to which such cor�poration is entitled, including the mayor in towns and cities of less than 12,000 population, shall be necessary to constitute a quorum.”  Ala. Code § 11-43-48 (1989).





	The whole number of members to which the Town of New Brockton is entitled is six, five elected council members and the mayor because the town has a population of less than 12,000.  A majority of six members is four.  The mayor may be counted for purposes of determining the presence of a quorum.  Thus, the presence of a quorum may include the mayor and three council members or four council members only.  








CONCLUSION





	Four members constitute a quorum for the Town of New Brockton.  The mayor may be counted for purposes of determining a quorum.





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Brenda F. Smith of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:











CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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