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Act No. 80-646 – Salaries – Clerks





Act 80-646 only provides for a minimum salary for the clerks of the probate judge, sheriff, tax assessor, and tax collector and does not require that each clerk be paid the same salary.





Dear Mr. Manasco:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Winston County Commission.








QUESTION





	Does Act 80-646 require that chief clerks for the probate judge, sheriff, tax collector, and tax assessor be paid the same salary?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	Act 80-646 provides for the minimum salary of certain local offi�cials.  The act states, in pertinent part, as follows:





	Section 1.  The minimum compensation of the chief clerks of the probate judge, sheriff, tax assessor and tax collector of Winston County shall be $750.00 per month.  Such compensation shall be paid in the same manner as the salary of each such clerks [sic] is being paid at the time of enactment of this act.





	Section 2.  The county commission may at its discretion authorize cost of living increases to the salaries of each such clerks [sic].





1980 Ala. Acts No. 80-646, 1219, 1219-20.





	There is no language in this act that requires the clerks’ salaries to be the same.  The act only requires a minimum salary and authorizes the county commission, at its discretion, to give cost-of-living increases to those clerks.  It is the opinion of this Office that Act 80-646 only pro�vides for a minimum salary for the clerks of the probate judge, sheriff, tax assessor, and tax collector and does not require that each clerk be paid the same salary.








CONCLUSION





	There is no requirement that the clerks addressed in Act 80-646 be paid the same salary.  





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Rebecca Acken of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:











CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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