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Prisons and Prisoners – Costs - Expenses





The expenses of a municipal inmate are to be assessed against the inmate. If the inmate is indigent and has been convicted of violating a municipal ordinance, the municipality is responsible for the costs and expenses of housing indigent municipal prisoners in the county jail.  The county is responsible for the medical expenses of county inmates housed in the county jail.  A municipality, however, is not responsible for the medical costs of a municipal inmate housed in a county jail unless the municipality has contracted to provide for such costs.





Dear Mr. McCoy:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Chambers County Commission.








QUESTIONS





	Who is responsible for bearing the costs and expense of a person arrested by a city police officer for a traffic violation or city code viola�tion that ultimately results in his incarceration?





	Who is responsible for bearing the costs and expense of medical treatment of the person during his incarceration?





	Who is responsible for bearing the costs and expense of a person arrested by a city police officer for a misdemeanor or city code violation that ultimately results in his incarceration?





	Who is responsible for bearing the costs and expense of the person’s incarceration?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	Chambers County, Alabama, consists of the municipalities of Lanett, LaFayette, and Valley, along with the unincorporated areas of the county.  None of the three municipalities currently operate a municipal court system, and all have elected to operate under the district court sys�tem.  Each city abolished its city court system after the January 16, 1977, enactment of the district court system.  Currently, all inmates who are arrested and convicted in the three municipalities are incarcerated in the Chambers County Detention Facility.





	An issue has now arisen between the three cities and Chambers County as to the costs of housing inmates and payment of medical expenses incurred by inmates who are arrested on traffic violations and misdemeanor cases brought by the respective city police departments.  Each city, in its city code of ordinances, has adopted ordinances stating that if, under state law, an act is considered a misdemeanor, felony, or violation, said act is also a violation of the city ordinances.  The Chambers County Commission would like to know who is responsible for the costs and expense of prisoners convicted of municipal traffic viola�tions and misdemeanors.





	This Office is not aware of any contracts that exist between the respective cities and the county in regards to the costs associated with housing prisoners in the county jail.  Municipalities and counties may contract with each other for the ownership or use and occupation of city or county jails.  Ala. Code § 11-80-3 (1989).  The expenses of a munici�pal inmate are to be assessed against the inmate.  Opinion of the Attorney General to the Honorable John B. Barnett, III, Municipal Judge, Monroe�ville, dated June 16, 1997, A.G. No. 97-00204.  Section 14-6-22 of the Code of Alabama mandates that the courts require a convicted defendant in a misdemeanor case to pay his costs of incarceration, up to a maximum of $20 per day that the defendant has been incarcerated, plus actual medi�cal expenses incurred on his behalf unless he is unable to pay such costs.  Ala. Code § 14-6-22 (1995).





	In the case of indigent municipal prisoners, the municipality is responsible for housing indigent municipal prisoners in the county jail.  A.G. No. 97-00204 at 2.  It is the opinion of this Office that the expenses incurred by persons convicted of municipal traffic violations and mis�demeanors should be assessed against the inmate.  If the inmate is indi�gent and has been convicted of violating a municipal ordinance, the municipality is responsible for the costs and expenses of indigent munici�pal prisoners housed in the county jail, except with respect to medical expenses.





	The Alabama Supreme Court issued a ruling in 2001 holding that the county is responsible and liable for its county inmates in providing necessary medicines and medical attention to those who are sick or injured, but the requirement to pay medical bills for city inmates is not the responsibility of the city.  See Baptist Health Sys. v. City of Midfield, 792 So. 2d 1095, 1096-97 (2001).  The Court distinguished between county inmates and municipal inmates housed in a county jail.  The county is responsible for the medical expenses of county inmates housed in the county jail.  Ala. Code § 14-6-19 (1995).  A municipality, however, is not responsible for the medical costs of a municipal inmate housed in a county jail unless the municipality has contracted to provide for such costs.  Opinion of the Attorney General to the Honorable Jimmy L. Nunn, Attorney, City of Selma, dated September 25, 2002, A.G. No. 2002-348.  





	There may be times when the court authorizes a reduction in the amount due by the inmate.  If it appears to the satisfaction of the court that payment of the amount due will impose manifest hardship on the defendant or his family, the court may remit all or part of the costs.  Ala. Code § 14-6-22 (1995).  A default in the payment of the housing, main�tenance, and medical costs may be collected by any means authorized by law for the enforcement of a judgment.  Ala. Code § 14-6-22(c) (1995).  Money collected by the clerk of the sentencing court for the housing and medical costs of a misdemeanor case shall be payable to the county jail or city jail in which the defendant was incarcerated.  Ala. Code § 14-6-22(d) (1995).








CONCLUSION





	The expenses of a municipal inmate are to be assessed against the inmate.  Section 14-6-22 of the Code of Alabama mandates that the courts require a convicted defendant in a misdemeanor case to pay his costs of incarceration, up to a maximum of $20 per day that the defendant has been incarcerated, plus actual medical expenses incurred on his behalf unless he or she is unable to pay such costs.  If the inmate is indigent and has been convicted of violating a municipal ordinance, the municipality is responsible for the costs and expenses of housing indigent municipal pris�oners in the county jail.  The county is responsible for the medical ex�penses of county inmates housed in the county jail.  A municipality, however, is not responsible for the medical costs of a municipal inmate housed in a county jail unless the municipality has contracted to provide for such costs.





	I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Rebecca Acken of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:


�


CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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