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A son convicted of murdering his mother and father is not entitled to receive any inheritance from his parent’s estate.  The minor child of a man convicted of murdering his parents is entitled to receive any inheritance from the estate of the minor child’s murdered grandparents that she normally would be entitled to under the will or the laws of intestacy had the father/murderer predeceased the grandparents.





Dear Judge Ingram:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.








QUESTIONS





	Is a son convicted of murdering his mother and father entitled to receive any inheritance from his parents’ estate?





	Is the minor child of a man convicted of murdering his parents entitled to receive any inheritance from the estate of the minor child’s murdered grandparents? 








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	Section 43-8-253 of the Code of Alabama states, in pertinent part, as follows:





(a) A surviving spouse, heir or devisee who felo�niously and intentionally kills the decedent is not entitled to any benefits under the will or under articles 3 through 10 of this chapter, and the estate of decedent passes as if the killer had predeceased the decedent. Property appointed by the will of the decedent to or for the benefit of the killer passes as if the killer had predeceased the decedent.





*  *  *





(e) A final judgment of conviction of felonious and intentional killing is conclusive for pur�poses of this section. In the absence of a convic�tion of felonious and intentional killing the court may determine by a preponderance of evidence whether the killing was felonious and intentional for purposes of this section.





Ala. Code § 43-8-253 (1991).





	Alabama law dictates that, when the son was convicted of killing his parents, the law will treat him as having predeceased the parents, and he would not be entitled to any inheritance.  His child would be treated exactly the same as she would had her father in fact died before her grandparents.  She would be entitled to whatever the will of the grand�parents provided for her in the event her father predeceased the grand�parents, or in the case of an intestate estate, whatever the laws of descent and distribution allow.








CONCLUSION





	A son convicted of murdering his mother and father is not entitled to receive any inheritance from his parents’ estate.  The minor child of a man convicted of murdering his parents is entitled to receive any inheri�tance from the estate of the minor child’s murdered grandparents that she normally would be entitled to under the will or the laws of intestacy had the father/murderer predeceased the grandparents.





	I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Ben Albritton of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:











CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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