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County Commissions – Agenda – Meetings





The chairman of the county commission has the authority and duty to prepare the agenda for a meeting of the commission.





Dear Ms. Campbell:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Greene County Commission.








QUESTION 1





	Whether the chairman can legally prepare the agenda once the majority of the commission grants him the power to do so?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	Your request states:





	Currently, any item can be placed on the agenda until the Friday before the regular meeting.  This creates a problem because the commissioners have not had the opportunity to review the agenda to adequately address the issues on the agenda for the Monday meeting.  It has been suggested that the commissioners submit all items for the agenda three days (business) before the commission meeting.  In addition, if there are any items that did not make the cutoff, it can be added to the agenda by motion and approval of the commission.  It is understood that the commission has the power to adopt the agenda or make a motion that certain items be deleted from the agenda.  It is the desire of the commission to give the commissioners adequate time to prepare for the meeting and to minimize the need to modify the agenda.





	Except for certain counties, as provided by law, regular meetings of a county commission are held on the second Monday of the month, unless such day is a public holiday, and then the meeting is held the following week.  Ala. Code §§ 11-3-8, 11-3-8.1 (1989).  Special meetings of the county commission are called by the chairman upon five days’ notice to the public.  Ala. Code § 11-3-9 (1989).





	Section 11-3-18 of the Code of Alabama states that “[t]he chairman of the county commission must record the proceedings at meetings of the county commission, make all necessary orders and issue all process necessary to sustain its jurisdiction or maintain its authority.”  Ala. Code § 11-3-18 (1989).  Unless otherwise provided by local law, the chairman of the county commission presides over county commission meetings.  Ala. Code § 11-3-20 (1989).  The above statutes evidence that the chairman of the county commission has the authority and duty to prepare the agenda for a meeting of the commission upon being given the power to prepare and set the agenda by a properly adopted resolution of the county commission.








CONCLUSION





	The chairman of the county commission has the authority and duty to prepare the agenda for a meeting of the commission.








QUESTION 2





	Whether granting the chairman the power to prepare the agenda would violate or restrict any of the commissioners’ powers and authority to be placed on the agenda?








FACTS, ANALYSIS, AND CONCLUSION





	Your question is answered in the negative, as long as the chairman is granted authority to set the agenda and properly considers items requested to be put on the agenda by other county commissioners.








QUESTION 3





	Whether there is any type of civil rights violations for granting a chairman the power to prepare the agenda?  Currently, the commission has a chairman who is a white male, a vice chairman who is a black female, and three commissioners who are black males.








FACTS, ANALYSIS, AND CONCLUSION





	This Office generally does not determine violations of federal law as this is the function of the proper federal authorities and a court of proper jurisdiction.  As long as the chairman has been properly selected and given the authority to set the agenda, and he or she exercises that authority properly and in a nondiscriminatory manner, there would be no apparent civil rights violation.





	I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Carol Jean Smith of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:
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CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division


BP/LKW/bsl


96298v1/51755


Honorable 


Page � PAGE �2�
































April 2, 2003





Honorable Katy Smith Campbell


Page � PAGE �3�











