�Honorable Gilbert F. Douglas III

Constable

1868 Patton Chapel Road

Birmingham, Alabama  35226-3317



Constables – Deputies – Jefferson County



Because Jefferson County has a population of 200,000 or more, the constable may appoint a deputy for the purpose of executing civil proc�esses.



Dear Mr. Douglas:



	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.





QUESTION



	May constables in Jefferson County appoint deputies in reliance on Act No. 45?





FACTS AND ANALYSIS



	Act No. 45, passed in 1920, states as follows:



	Be it enacted by the Legislature of Ala�bama:



	That an Act entitled “An Act to regulate and define the power and jurisdiction of consta�bles in all counties in the State of Alabama hav�ing a population of 200,000 or more, according to the last or any future Federal Census,” approved September 17, 1919, be and the same is hereby amended by amending Section 3 of said Act so as to read as follows:



	“Section 3.  That no constable in such counties shall have the right or authority to appoint a deputy constable, or appoint any person as a deputy constable, except for the purpose of executing civil processes.”



1920 Ala. Acts No. 45, 104.



	It is the opinion of this Office that the plain meaning of the act authorizes constables in counties with a population of 200,000 or more to appoint deputy constables for the purpose of executing civil processes.  A deputy constable appointed pursuant to this act has no authority other than executing civil processes.  Because Jefferson County has a population of 200,000 or more, the constable may appoint a deputy for the purpose stated in the Act 45.





CONCLUSION



	Because Jefferson County has a population of 200,000 or more, the constable may appoint a deputy for the purpose of executing civil proc�esses.



	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Rebecca Acken of my staff.



Sincerely,



BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:







CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division



BP/CJS/RGA

91473v1/50201

Honorable 

Page � PAGE �2�





















March 3, 2003



Honorable Gilbert F. Douglas III

Page � PAGE �2�








