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The Chairmen of the Education Finance and Appropriations Committee and the Government Finance and Appropriations Committee are both eligible to receive the expense allowance provided, by Act 90-490, for the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee.





Dear Representative Lindsey:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.








QUESTION





	Act 90-490 provides for a $150 supplement for the Chairman of Ways and Means Committee and the Chairman of the Finance and Taxation Committee.  Because the House Ways and Means Committee is now divided into two committees, Education Ways and Means and General Fund Ways and Means, should each chairman be com�pensated the $150 monthly expense allowance?  The new names for these two committees are Education Finance and Appropriations and Gov�ernment Finance and Appropriations.








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	Act 90-490, a House Joint Resolution, provides as follows:





HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION





	PROVIDING ADDITIONAL EXPENSE ALLOWANCE FOR THE CHAIRMAN OF WAYS AND MEANS AND THE CHAIRMAN OF FINANCE AND TAXATION COMMITTEES.





	WHEREAS, the duties of the Chairmen of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Senate Finance and Taxation Committee entail long hours and extensive meeting schedules, resulting in increased personal expenses; now therefore,





	BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF ALABAMA, BOTH HOUSES THEREOF CONCURRING, That the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Chairman of the Senate Finance and Taxation Committee shall each receive a monthly expense allowance, in addition to any other expense allowance or com�pensation payable by law, of $150.00.  Said addi�tional expense allowance shall be payable from any funds appropriated to the legislature for its use.





	BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, That the additional allowance herein provided shall be payable at the first of each month following the appointment of such chairmen at the organiza�tional session of 1991.





1990 Ala. Acts No. 90-490, 724.





	The fundamental rule of statutory construction is to ascertain and give effect to the intent of the Legislature in enacting the statute.


Ex Parte City of Haleyville, 827 So. 2d 778, 780 (Ala. 2002); Casaday v. State, 828 So. 2d 960, 963 (Ala. Cr. App. 2002).  To accomplish this pur�pose, the statute, as a whole, must be considered, along with the reasons and necessity for the statute and the purpose behind the statute.  Casaday, 828 So. 2d at 963.





	In enacting Act 90-490, the Legislature intended for the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee and the Chairman of the Senate Finance and Taxation Committee to be paid for the increased personal expenses that they incur in long hours and extensive meeting schedules.  The House Ways and Means Committee, in dividing into two sections, Education Ways and Means and General Ways and Means, effectively has two chairmen or co-chairmen.  The Chairman of each Committee now serves jointly as the Chairmen of the House Ways and Means Committee.  Each incurs the additional personal expense contemplated in Act 90-490 for extensive meetings and long hours.  Furthermore, it makes no differ�ence if the names of these committees have changed from “Ways and Means” to “Finance and Appropriations.”





	When the legislative intent in enacting Act 90-490 is considered, both the Chairman of the Education Finance and Appropriations Commit�tee and the Chairman of the Government Finance and Appropriations Committee are eligi�ble to receive the expense allowance provided, by Act 90-490, for the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee.








CONCLUSION





	The Chairmen of the Education Finance and Appropriations Commit�tee and the Government Finance and Appropriations Committee are both eligible to receive the expense allowance provided, by Act 90-490, for the Chairman of the House Ways and Means Committee.





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Carol Jean Smith of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:











CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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