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TO THE EXTENT THERE IS A CONFLICT, THIS OPINION HAS BEEN MODIFIED BY AN OPINION ISSUED TO HONORABLE SIDNEY L. CHAPMAN, JR., BARBOUR COUNTY CORONER, DATED 5-22-15, A.G. NO. 2015-047.

Honorable W. N. Watson

Attorney, DeKalb County Commission

Watson, Gillis & Carver

305 Grand Avenue, South

Fort Payne, AL  35967

Coroners – Expenses – County Funds – DeKalb County
The DeKalb County Commission may only pay the County Coroner $600 per month, as provided for in Act No. 97-269.

Dear Mr. Watson:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the DeKalb County Commission.

QUESTION


Whether the County may reimburse the County Coroner for travel expenses.
FACTS AND ANALYSIS


In your letter of request, you provide the following facts:


The compensation of the DeKalb County Coroner is set out in Act No. 97-269 as an expense allowance in the amount of $600 per month.  This is the only compensation received by the coroner.


Until recently, the State of Alabama Department of Forensic Sciences had been trans​porting bodies on which autopsies were required to and from lab facilities.  The State of Alabama Department of Forensics Sciences has ceased providing the transportation and is now requiring that transportation be provided by the coroner.


That transportation is provided by the Coro​ner in vehicles that are owned by the Coro​ner and not by the County.


As you correctly point out, Act No. 97-269 (“the Act”) sets forth the expense allowance of the DeKalb County Coroner (“the Coroner”).  It provides:

The Coroner of DeKalb County shall receive an expense allowance in the amount of six hundred dollars ($600) per month.  The expense allowance provided in this act shall be in lieu of any other salary, allowance, or other compensation provided for by general or local law. . . . 

1997 Ala. Acts No. 97-269, 485-6.  This act became law without the Gov​ernor’s approval on May 2, 1997.  The Act expressly restricts the amount that the county can pay the Coroner to a $600 per-month expense allow​ance.  The county lacks any authority to pay the Coroner in excess of this amount.  It should be noted, however, that nothing in the law prevents the county from providing the Coroner with a vehicle that can be used in car​rying out his or her duties, should it so choose.

CONCLUSION


The DeKalb County Commission may only pay the County Coroner $600 per month, as provided for in Act No. 97-269.

I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Troy King of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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� The Department of Forensic Sciences has resumed the transporta�tion of bodies between DeKalb County and its lab facilities.





