�
Honorable Jay M. Ross


Attorney, City of Bayou La Batre


Ross & Jordan, L.L.C.


1111 Dauphin Street


Mobile, Alabama  36604-2511





Public Records – Public Information – Fines - Newspapers - Mobile County





The City of Bayou La Batre may publish, in a newspaper of local circulation, the names of those individuals with outstanding warrants for unpaid fines and the amount of those fines.





Dear Mr. Ross:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the City of Bayou La Batre.








QUESTION





	May the City of Bayou La Batre publish the names of those individuals who have warrants for arrest for outstanding or past due fines in a newspaper of local circulation?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	The City of Bayou La Batre, through its municipal court, imposes fines upon individuals who have pleaded guilty or the court has found guilty of committing a municipal offense.  The individual is often given a period of time in which to pay the fines.  If the individual fails to pay the fines before the due date, warrants of arrest are issued for failure to pay court-ordered monies.  The city wishes to provide notice to these indi�viduals that will expediently and economically reach the largest number of persons.  The city would like to publish the names of those individuals and the amount owed in the newspaper of local circulation.





	This Office has previously opined that municipal court records are public records to which the public has access with certain limitations as to confidential information contained therein.  Opinion of the Attorney Gen�eral to the Honorable Bernice Kuykendall, Mayor, City of Cordova, dated September 2, 1987, A.G. No. 87-00303.  As public records, the contents thereof, with certain limitations, may be published in the newspaper.  Opinion of the Attorney General to the Honorable William T. Musgrove Jr., Attorney, City of Florence, dated October 6, 1988, A.G. No. 89-00003.  The name, address, birth date, offense, and the amount of the past-due fine, as nonconfidential information contained in a municipal court record, may be published in a local newspaper as part of the collec�tion process.  Id.





	It is the opinion of this Office that the City of Bayou La Batre may publish the names of individuals with outstanding warrants and the amounts of the past-due fines in a newspaper of local circulation.








CONCLUSION





	The City of Bayou La Batre may publish, in a newspaper of local circulation, the names of those individuals with outstanding warrants for unpaid fines and the amount of those fines.





	I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Rebecca Acken of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:











CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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