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If the Carbon Hill Industrial Development Board determines that the sale, lease, or donation of certain of its property to the Little League Association for the purpose of erecting a multi-purpose athletic complex furthers the purpose for which the Industrial Development Board was created, it may make the donation.





Dear Dr. Manasco:





	This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Carbon Hill Industrial Development Board.








QUESTION ONE





	May the Carbon Hill Industrial Development Board convey certain real property, which it owns, to a 501(c)(3) corporation?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	You state that the Carbon Hill Industrial Development Board (“Board”) owns certain reclaimed coal mining land.  The Board has been asked by the Little League Baseball Association in the community to convey the property to them in order that they might construct a multi-purpose athletic complex, including tee ball fields.  You further state that the Board believes that the creation of these rec�reation facilities will enhance the prospects for industrial development in Carbon Hill.





	This Office has been informed orally by you that the Carbon Hill Indus�trial Development Board was formed under the provision of section 11-54-80 of the Code of Alabama and the following sections in division 1 of article 4.  Sec�tion 11-54-81 of the Code of Alabama provides in part:





	(a)	It is the intent of the Legislature by the pas�sage of this division to authorize the incorporation in the several municipalities in this state of industrial develop�ment boards to acquire, enlarge, improve, replace, own, lease and dispose of properties to the end that such boards may be able to promote industry, develop trade and fur�ther the use of the agricultural products and natural and human resources of this state and the development and preservation of the said resources, by inducing manufac�turing, industrial, com�mercial and research enterprises.





ALA. CODE § 11-54-81 (1994).





	The powers of the Board are set forth in section 11-54-87 of the Code of Alabama, which provides, in pertinent part, as follows:





(a)	The industrial development board shall have the following powers together with all powers inciden�tal thereto or necessary for the performance of those stated in this subsection:





*  *  *





(6)	To sell, exchange, donate and convey any or all of its properties whenever its board of directors shall find any such action to be in furtherance of the purposes for which the board was organized. . . .





ALA. CODE § 11-54-87 (1994).





	This is a broad grant of authority to the Board.  If the Carbon Hill Indus�trial Development Board determines that the donation of certain of its property to the Little League Association for the purpose of erecting a multi-purpose athletic complex furthers the purpose for which the Industrial Development Board was cre�ated, it may make the donation.








CONCLUSION





	If the Carbon Hill Industrial Development Board determines that the dona�tion of certain of its property to the Little League Association for the pur�pose of erecting a multi-purpose athletic complex furthers the purpose for which the In�dustrial Development Board was created, it may make the donation.








QUESTION TWO





	Would it be permissible to enter into sale or long-term lease for the property?








FACTS AND ANALYSIS





	The Board has the same authority to sell or lease the property to the Little League Association as it does to donate it to them.  Before selling, leasing, or do�nating the property to them, the Board must determine that the transfer of the property furthers the purpose for which the Industrial Development Board was cre�ated.  If so, the conveyance may be in the form of a sale, a lease, or a dona�tion.








CONCLUSION





	If the Carbon Hill Industrial Development Board determines that the sale, lease, or donation of certain of its property to the Little League Association for the purpose of erecting a multi-purpose athletic complex furthers the purpose for which the Industrial Development Board was created, it may make the dona�tion.





	I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of fur�ther assistance, please contact Troy King of my staff.





Sincerely,





BILL PRYOR


Attorney General


By:











CAROL JEAN SMITH


Chief, Opinions Division
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