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Honorable Harris Huffman, Jr., Sheriff

Dallas County Sheriff's Office

P.O. Box 531

Selma, AL  36702-0531

Bonds - Sheriffs - Bail Bonds

A bail company qualified to do business in a county is not limited to the surety bond amount of $25,000 for a defendant or in the aggregate for all outstanding appearance bonds given by the company.  If a sheriff has a reasonable doubt as to the sufficiency of the bail, the magistrate or court and the district attorney should be informed, and the company may be required, under oath, to answer to its qualifications.

Dear Sheriff Huffman:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTIONS 1 AND 2


If a local bonding company has a surety bond in the amount of $25,000, what is the highest bond the company can make?  With a surety bond set at $25,000, how many bonds can a professional bonding company make when a single bond is over the surety amount?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


You state that there is a local bonding company in your jurisdiction that has posted a $25,000 surety bond.  The company has made bonds from $500 to $250,000.  The company now wants to make a one million dollar ($1,000,000) bond on one defendant.


Your questions have been answered by a previous opinion of this Office.  In an opinion to Honorable M. E. “Mac” Holcomb Jr., Marshall County Sheriff, dated April 3, 1995, A. G. No. 95-00172, this Office concluded that, pursuant to section 15-13-160 of the Code of Alabama and Rule 7.1(i)(l) of the Alabama Rules of Criminal Procedure, there was no requirement that a professional bail bonding company be limited to the amount of $25,000 for a defendant or the aggregate total of outstanding liability of $25,000 in any one county.  A copy of the opinion to Sheriff Holcomb is attached for your information and files.


If you have a reasonable doubt as to the sufficiency of a bail, this should be expressed to the court or magistrate and the district attorney, and pursuant to sections 15-13-22(e) and 15-13-160(3)(c) of the Code of Alabama, the financial status of the bail company may be inquired into, under oath, as to their qualifi​ca​tions.

CONCLUSION


A bail company qualified to do business in a county is not limited to the $25,000 surety bond amount for a defendant’s bail and is not limited to the aggregate total of $25,000 for outstanding appearance bonds in that county.


If a sheriff has reasonable doubt as to the sufficiency of the bail, the magistrate or court and district attorney should be notified, and the company may be required, under oath, to answer to its qualifications.


I hope this opinion answers your questions.  If this Office can be of fur​ther assistance, please contact Walter S. Turner of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division

BP/WST/kh
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