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Honorable Rhonda J. Hardesty

Office of District Judge of Chilton County

P. O. Box 1187

Clanton, Alabama  35046

Juveniles – Funds - Custody

The monies from the Chilton County Juvenile Court Services Fund may be expended, with the authorization of the juvenile court judge, for Chilton County children, regardless of whether they are in the custody of the county.

Dear Judge Hardesty:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION


May the Chilton County Juvenile Court Services Fund monies be expended for the use and benefit of a child, regardless of whether they are in custody?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Alabama Act No. 96-618 establishes a Juvenile Court Services Fund.  It states in pertinent part:


(b) The funds contained in the Juvenile Court Services Fund may be expended solely for juvenile programs and for subsistence for the juvenile support staff in the county, to aid the functions of the juvenile court, including, but not limited to, educational training for the court and staff, and for the benefit of the children of Chilton County.  The funds expended shall be authorized by the Juvenile Court Judge of Chilton County.

1996 Ala. Acts No. 96-618, sect. 3(b), 985.


According to the plain language of the act, the monies in the Chilton County Juvenile Court Services Fund may be used for the benefit of the children of Chilton County.  The act does not restrict the use of the funds to children who are in the custody of the county.  It is the opinion of this Office, therefore, that the monies in the Chilton County Juvenile Court Services Fund may be expended for the benefit of the children of Chilton County, regardless of whether they are in the custodial care of the county.  Additionally, the juvenile court judge must authorize any expenditure from the fund.

CONCLUSION


The monies from the Chilton County Juvenile Court Services Fund may be expended, with the authorization of the Juvenile Court Judge, for Chilton County children, regardless of whether they are in the custody of the county.


I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Rebecca Acken of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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