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Honorable Rich Hobson

Administrative Director

Administrative Office of Courts

300 Dexter Avenue

Montgomery, Alabama  36104-3741

Disclosures of Relationships ‑‑ Forms ‑‑ Interagency Contracts ‑‑

Administrative Office - Courts

No Relationship Disclosure Form is required to be completed and filed for contracts between state agencies or departments.

Dear Mr. Hobson:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Administrative Office of Courts.

QUESTION


Whether the Judicial Branch must complete the Relationship Disclosure Forms required by Act No. 2001-955 for contracts it enters into with state departments or agencies.

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Act No. 2001-955 (“the Act”) became law when the Governor signed it on September 25, 2001.  It requires that:


All persons who, for the purpose of direct financial gain, submit a proposal, bid, contract, or grant proposal to the State of Alabama, shall include a disclosure statement developed by the Attorney General and approved by the Legisla​tive Council.


The Act defines a “person” as “an individual, firm, partnership, association, joint venture, cooperative, or corporation, or any other group or combination acting in concert.”  2001 Ala. Acts No. 2001-955.  Had the Legislature intended this definition to apply to interagency contracts between state agencies and departments, it could have expressly included the State of Alabama and its agencies and departments within the defini​tion.  Because it did not, no Relationship Disclosure Form is required to be completed and filed for contracts between state agencies or depart​ments. 

CONCLUSION


No Relationship Disclosure Form is required to be completed and filed for contracts between state agencies or departments.


I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Troy King of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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