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Honorable Starla S. Moss

Houston County Revenue Commissioner

P. O. Drawer 6406

Dothan, Alabama  36302

Fire Protection Fee – Revenue Commissioners – Collections – Houston County

The Revenue Commissioner in Houston County is responsible for collecting the fire protection fee authorized by Act No. 2000-473.

Dear Ms. Moss:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION


Who is responsible for the collection of the fire protection fee levied pursuant to Act No. 2000-473?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Act No. 2000-473 levies a fire protection fee of $30 per year on dwellings and commercial buildings located in the portions of Houston County that lie outside the corporate limits of the City of Dothan.  2000 Ala. Acts No. 2000-473, 900.  Section 4 of the Act provides as follows:


Except with regard to the enforcement pro​visions thereof, the fire protection service fee shall be collected and administered as closely as possible at the same time, in the same manner, and under the same requirements and laws as are the ad valorem taxes of the state.  Likewise, in the case of mobile homes, the fee shall be collected and administered as closely as possible at the same time, in the same manner, and under the same requirements and laws as the annual registration fee for manufactured homes provided in Section 40-12-255, Code of Alabama 1975.  If the fire protection fee is not paid within 30 days after becoming due and payable, the county commission may, collect the service fee as pro​vided in Section 10 of this act.  The proceeds of the fee shall be paid into a special county fund.  Within 30 days of payment into the special fund, the county commission shall divide the funds equally among all eligible volunteer fire depart​ments and the Houston County Volunteer Fire​fighters Association.  The Houston County Vol​unteer Firefighters Association shall be included as an entity or department in order to receive an equal share of funds.  The county commission may establish rules and regulations regarding the transfer, investing, accounting, and handling of the funds, including an administrative fee not to exceed four percent of the funds collected.

Id. at 901-902 (emphasis added).  


Ad valorem taxes are collected and administered in Houston County by the revenue commissioner, except with respect to ad valorem taxes on motor vehicles, which are collected by the probate judge.  1969 Ala. Acts No. 1205, 2246; 1971 Ala. Acts No. 1857, 3013.  Accordingly, the Reve​nue Commissioner in Houston County is responsible for collecting and administering the fire protection fee levied by Act No. 2000-473.  The county commission is specifically given the authority to recover any delinquent service fees, including interest, costs, and attorney’s fees, by civil action.  2000 Ala. Acts No. 2000-473, 900, 903 (section 10 of the Act).

CONCLUSION


The Revenue Commissioner in Houston County is responsible for collecting the fire protection fee authorized by Act No. 2000-473.


I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Brenda F. Smith of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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