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Honorable Neal Morrison

Member, House of Representatives

Post Office Box 1556

Cullman, Alabama  35056

Colleges and Universities – Industrial Development – Education, State Board of  - Education - Cullman County

The two-year colleges in Alabama may not extend the time for payment of tuition beyond the 30 days pre​scribed by the State Board of Edu​cation.  In providing industrial training for corporations, the two-year colleges could, however, seek to obtain an exception from the State Board of Education and then con​tract with the corpo​ration to pro​vide industrial training.
Dear Representative Morrison:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION


Whether the two-year colleges in Alabama may extend the time for payment of tuition beyond the 30-day rule as set by the policy of the State Board of Education.

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


Your opinion request states:


Presently, in the State of Alabama, several two-year colleges provide industrial training for corporations.  Presently, it is the policy of the State Board of Education that tuition for all stu​dents be paid within 30 days of the end of the registration period.  However, most corporations, pursuant to corporate policy, will pay only upon total completion of that specific course and/or training that is being provided by the college.  Most courses run longer than 30 days.  


The Chancellor of the Department of Postsecondary Education has promulgated specific guidelines regarding tuition payment terms accord​ing to State Board of Education policy.  Section 6.1 of the State Board of Education policy provides that “[t]uition payment may be extended up to thirty (30) days for students receiving financial assistance from third party agencies and who provide written evidence verifying assistance.”  State Board of Education Policy 803.01: Tuition: General (Mar. 26, 1998).  In addition, section 6.01 of the Department of Post​secondary Education guidelines provides that a student must pay tuition within 30 calendar days after the last day of registration.  That guideline provides as follows:


6.1 Provisional Enrollment


There are several third party agencies responsible for the payment of tuition and fees for students attending The Alabama College System.  Because payments are not usually received by the end of the registration period, payment of tuition and fees may be deferred for 30 calendar days after the last day of registration for students receiving financial assistance from third party agencies (private, federal, and state).  However, federal and state agency payments may be extended beyond the 30 calendar days after the registration period in accordance with each individual program’s procedures.  System col​leges should clearly inform private sponsors of the procedure and limitations in regard to tuition and fee collections at the time of billing.


Students sponsored by third party private agencies must be advised at the time of registra​tion that if the third party agency has not paid by the end of the registration period or by the 30 day calendar extension, the student will be responsible for payment of tuition and fees immediately.  If payment is not rendered imme​diately, the student will be administratively withdrawn.  System colleges should provide a disclaimer statement informing the student of these terms and conditions to be signed by the student during registration.  The student must be at least 18 years of age to negotiate the terms; if not, a responsible adult must sign. 

Chancellor’s Guidelines for Policy 803.01: Tuition: General: Terms and Conditions for Charging Tuition (Nov. 1998).


Currently, pursuant to corporate policy, the corporations pay the two-year colleges (“the colleges”) upon completion of the industrial training, which is some​times more than 30 days after the last day of reg​istration. Extending the time for payment of tuition 30 days beyond the end of the registration period vio​lates the policy of the State Board of Education. If a college desires to continue providing industrial training to these corporations, the college should seek the permission of the Board to contract with the corporate client to allow the corporate client to provide payments after the college has provided the training to the employees of the corporation.  The contract should provide that the corporation is bound to pay for each student enrolled, regardless of the student’s level of performance or con​tinued enrollment.

CONCLUSION


The two-year colleges in Alabama may not extend the time for pay​ment of tuition beyond the 30 days prescribed by the State Board of Edu​cation.  In providing industrial training for corporations, the two-year colleges could, however, seek to obtain an exception from the State Board of Education and then con​tract with the corpo​ration to pro​vide indus​trial training.

I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Terri Olive Tompkins of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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