June 29, 2001


Honorable Mike Byrd

Mayor, Town of Newton

Post Office Box 10

Newton, Alabama  36352

Corrections Fund - Municipalities - Dale County
Corrections Fund monies may be used to remodel and refurnish the magistrate’s office located in the town hall.

Dear Mayor Byrd:

This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the Town Council of Newton, Alabama.

QUESTION

May the Corrections Fund be used to remodel and purchase new furnishings for an office in a town hall that is utilized by the court clerk/magistrate?

FACTS, LAW, AND ANALYSIS


Money in a municipal “Corrections Fund” must be used for the enumerated purposes set forth in section 11-47-7.1 of the Code of Ala​bama as follows:

The affected governing body shall allocate the funds exclusively for the operation and maintenance of the municipal jail or jails, other correctional facilities, if any, any juvenile detention center, or any court complex.

ALA. CODE § 11-47-7.1 (Supp. 2000)(emphasis added).  This Office has previously stated:

The phrase authorizing the allocating of the Corrections Fund monies “exclusively for the operation and maintenance” of the facilities to which these funds may be appropriated includes such expenses as salaries of court personnel, cost of office machines such as fax machines, com​puters, and typewriters, and the cost of repairing and maintaining a courtroom.  This statute authorizes expenditures for any item reasonably necessary for the operation or maintenance of the municipal jail or other correctional facility, juvenile detention center, or court complex.  Attorney General’s opinion to Sheriff Darrell W. Durham, dated January 17, 1992, A.G. No. 92-00130; Attorney General’s opinion to Sid Holcomb, dated April 14, 1987, A.G. No. 87-00149.

Opinion to Honorable Robert B. Hezlep Jr., Mayor, Town of Branchville, dated June 13, 1996, A.G. No. 96-00236.

As your opinion request correctly points out, this Office stated that Corrections Fund monies may be used to remodel the city hall auditorium, which is used for a municipal court.  Attorney General’s opinion to Hon​orable Pamela E. Nail, Municipal Judge, City of Hanceville, dated April 12, 2000, A.G. No. 2000-124.  Because the town hall of the Town of Newton serves as the municipal court and the magistrate’s office is within the town hall, Corrections Fund monies may be used to remodel and refurnish the magistrate’s office.  This action falls under the statute as reasonably necessary for the maintenance and operation of a court com​plex.

CONCLUSION

Corrections Fund monies may be used to remodel and refurnish the magistrate’s office located in the town hall.

I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Brenda F. Smith of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Divisions

BP/CJS/BFS
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