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Honorable Gerald Allen

Member, House of Representatives

Post Office Box 71001

Tuscaloosa, Alabama  35407

Schools - Concessions - Expenses - Tuscaloosa County

Profits made from public school class selling chips may be used for class prom expenses.

Dear Representative Allen:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION


Can profits from a junior class public school concession selling chips every day be used for expenses incurred for the junior class prom such as ballroom rental, decorations, food, etc.?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


This Office has had occasion, in the past, to consider the issues raised by your request, and it has been the consistent opinion of this Office that donations and funds raised by groups sponsoring school activities can be spent for purposes such as the junior prom expenses mentioned in your request.  The rationale behind these opinions has been that privately donated or raised funds for projects related to school activities are not public school money.


This Office has cautioned that the private funds should remain seg​regated from and not commingled with the public funds for accounting purposes.  Enclosed is a prior opinion on this subject for your added bene​fit.  Opinion to Honorable Roger H. Bedford Jr., Member, Alabama State Senate, dated September 20, 1988, A.G. No. 88-00450.

CONCLUSION


Money collected from the concession sale of chips by the junior class of a public school may be spent towards the costs of the junior prom.  The funds raised by the concession should not be commingled with the regular accounts of the school money.


I hope this opinion and the one enclosed answer your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Walter S. Turner of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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