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Honorable Dale Lawrence

City Attorney

City of Fayette

102 2nd Avenue, S.E.

Fayette, Alabama  35555

Police Chiefs - Municipalities - Corporations - Fayette County

If there is no civil service or merit system provision to the contrary, the city may contract with a corporation for the services of an individual to perform the duties of police chief.

Dear Mr. Lawrence:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request on behalf of the City of Fayette.

QUESTION


May the City of Fayette contract with a corporation for the services of an individual to perform the duties of police chief?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


You indicated in your request that the City of “Fayette has a popu​lation of less than 5,000 and does not have a civil service or merit sys​tem.”


This Office has previously held that a city can contract with a cor​poration for the services of an individual to perform the duties of police chief, as long as there is no civil service or merit system provisions under which a police chief must be employed.  Opinion to Honorable Morgan Reynolds, Attorney, City of Clanton, dated July 1, 1986, A.G. No. 86-00281.  That opinion noted that the person selected by the corporation must comply with all laws, rules, and regulations concerning the qualifi​cations and duties for service as a law enforcement officer.


This Office has been informed that one or more retired state employees have applied for the position of police chief and that one or more of these persons may be receiving retirement benefits.  In an abun​dance of caution, this Offices suggests that, before the city enters into the proposed contract, the city or the retired employee consult the Retirement Systems of Alabama concerning the continued receipt of retirement bene​fits.

CONCLUSION


If there is no civil service or merit system provision to the contrary, the City of Fayette may contract with a corporation for the services of an individual to perform the duties of police chief.


I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Tori Adams-Burks of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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