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Honorable Neal Morrison, Member

House of Representatives

Post Office Box 1556

Cullman, Alabama  35056

Abandoned Property - Liens - Cullman County

Law enforcement agencies, including police departments, must give the most recent address of an automobile owner or lienholder to certain enti​ties or persons attempting to give notice of the sale of the automobile.

Dear Representative Morrison:


This opinion of the Attorney General is issued in response to your request.

QUESTION


Does a police department have the author​ity to release information as to the ownership and address of any lienholder on an automobile that has been towed and stored as abandoned?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS


The Legislature of Alabama has provided, through a series of enactments, that an automobile dealer, wrecker service, repair service owner, or storage property owner may, under certain conditions, sell a repaired or stored automobile at auction to recover costs incurred.  These costs may arise from repair services rendered, towing fees, or storage charges.


Notice to an owner or lienholder is required before an automobile can be sold.  In order to make certain that notice is given to known own​ers or lienholders, officials who maintain information on the identity of owners and lienholders in the usual course of the functions of their offices are directed to provide those who must give notice with limited informa​tion on owners and lienholders.


Specifically, the State Department of Revenue, judges of probate and other motor vehicle licensing officials, and any law enforcement agency shall provide a person or entity attempting to give the required notice of sale with information concerning the most recent address in their files for the owner and lienholders.  ALA. CODE § 32-13-3(a)(3) (1999).  This section is directory and not only permits but requires the law enforcement agency to release the limited information.

CONCLUSION


Upon proper inquiry, a police department must release to a person in possession of a repaired automobile or towed automobile the most recent address in its files for the owner or lienholder of the automobile in order that notice might be given to the owner or lienholder of a proposed sale at public auction.


I hope this opinion answers your question.  If this Office can be of further assistance, please contact Walter S. Turner of my staff.

Sincerely,

BILL PRYOR

Attorney General

By:

CAROL JEAN SMITH

Chief, Opinions Division
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