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Notary Public - Names -
Probate Judges

A notary public's record of
appointment may not be
amended to reflect a name
change.

Dear Judge Day:

This opinion is issued in response to your request for
an opinion from the Attorney General.

QUESTION

May a notary public’s record of appoint-
ment be amended to reflect her name change?

FACTS AND ANALYSIS

In your request for an opinion, you submitted the
following example of facts:

Example: A female was appointed as
Notary Public for a period of four (4)
years. Shortly after being appointed she
marries. She now wishes to change her
name on the notary appointment to include
her new name.

You then asked us to address the procedure by which the
appointing authority should make a name change.
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There is no statutory authority by which a probate judge
may amend or reissue a notary's record of appointment to
authorize the notary to use a newly-acquired name. However,
if the notary so desires, she may reapply for a new notary
commission in her newly-acquired or married name.

The notary applicant should follow all procedures
required by the Code of Alabama 1975, §§ 36-20-1 through
-11 and 36-20-30 through -32 in order to obtain her new
commission.

CONCLUSION

A notary public's record of appointment may not be
amended to reflect a name change.

I hope this sufficiently answers your guestion. If our
office can be of further assistance, please contact Jane L.
Brannan of my staff.

Sincerely,

JEFF SESSIONS
Attorney General

By:
7/ JAMES R. SOLOMON, JR.

Chief, Opinions Division
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